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that it has been held by some well qualified to form an opinion
on such a point, that the ignorance of the science of medicine
at that time precludes the possibility of knowledge of the
subtle poisons which are presupposed in all these cases, and
that on that ground alone these stories should be rejected.
Undoubtedly the people of that age imagined that they pos-
sessed subtle poisons (and were therefore ready to attribute
death to such methods); just as they thoroughly believed in
witchcraft and the possibility of causing the death of a person
by means of a wax figure transfixed with pins; and just as they
believed in incantations, horoscopes, and the various mys-
teries of their imaginary science of astrology. But they de-
ceived themselves in the one case as much as in the other.
Murders by poison in that age when they did occur generally
show the use of a poison by no means subtle; and any such
murders if committed by Catherine would have been able to
be definitely specified.

In connection with this general accusation almost an entire
literature has gathered round Catherine de7 Medici of stories
(based on no foundation, repudiated by historians, and often
directly contradicted by the circumstances) of poisoned
gloves, handkerchiefs, bouquets, and other things of the same
kind.11 This literature has been preferred to sober history;
but it has been pointed out by Creighton 12 that such stories
"gathered round many prominent characters of that day,
and are a proof, not of the guilt of the person concerned, but
of the low morality of the age."1S These stories, while they
gratified an appetite for sensation, assisted"the endeavours of .
political opponents to blacken the character of "the Italian
woman." Among them is the well-known fable of the secret
cupboards in the suite of apartments occupied by Catherine
at the chateau of Blois, which a later age, in search of sensa-
tion, felt sure must have been intended for keeping her
poisons: a story which once passed for history, but has now
been exploded as entirely apocryphal.14 These ingeniously
contrived cupboards were almost certainly intended for keep-